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OBITUARY

Our colleague and friend, Professor El¿bieta Kora-
lewska-Batura, died on September 12th 2008 in Po-
znañ after a long illness, at the age of 59. El¿bieta was
a well-known and valued malacologist, and a staff
member of the Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz
University. Besides malacology, her research interests
included biology teaching. She was buried in Poznañ,
at the parish cemetery, Jasna Rola Street. On the first
anniversary of her death we would like to commemo-
rate her, and recall her main achievements as a mala-
cologist and as a teacher.

El¿bieta Koralewska-Batura was born on the 12th
of May 1949 in Pyzdry, Wrzeœnia district (Wielko-
polska voivodeship). Having finished elementary
school, she continued her education at the Pedagogi-
cal High School in Konin. After her school leaving
exam she spent half a year working as a teacher in an
elementary school. In 1969 El¿bieta started her bio-
logical studies at the Faculty of Biology and Earth
Sciences, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznañ.
During all her study period she was an outstanding
student. In 1974 she obtained her master’s degree in
biology (zoology), with top grades. The title of El¿bie-
ta’s master’s thesis was “Œlimaki (Gastropoda) l¹dowe
i wodne Ziemi Wrzesiñskiej” [Terrestrial and fresh-
water gastropods of the Wrzeœnia Region]; the thesis
was prepared at the Department of General Zoology
and supervised by the outstanding malacologist Pro-
fessor Jaros³aw Urbañski. Immediately after getting
her degree, El¿bieta became employed as biology
teacher at the College for Nursery School Teachers in
Sulechów.

On September 1st 1975 El¿bieta became employed
as an academic teacher – scientific assistant at the De-
partment of General Zoology, Institute of Biology,
Adam Mickiewicz University. At that time she married
Mr. Ryszard Batura, M. Sc., Eng., a scientist from
Poznañ Technical University, and gave birth to a son.

During all her professional life, El¿bieta dealt with
malacology and biology teaching, being a very trust-
worthy and scrupulous worker, much valued by her
colleagues. Her malacological studies were mainly of

faunistic-ecological and morpho-anatomical charac-
ter. She worked first under supervision of and then in
cooperation with the outstanding specialist in mol-
lusc anatomy, Professor Maria Jackiewicz. She took
part in interdisciplinary field studies on the fauna of
oak-hornbeam forests of western Wielkopolska, where
she surveyed the terrestrial malacocoenoses. As a
teacher El¿bieta was much appreciated by her stu-
dents. At the same time she cooperated with schools
(within biology teaching), and since 1994 was respon-
sible for organising field courses for students of the
Faculty of Biology.

El¿bieta Koralewska-Batura got her doctor’s de-
gree within zoology on the 20th February 1984; her
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thesis was “Miêczaki (Mollusca) Wielkopolski” [Mol-
luscs of Wielkopolska], supervised by Professor
Kazimierz Stêpczak. The results were published un-
der the same title in 1992. Regional studies on the
malacofauna of Wielkopolska were very important for
El¿bieta from the very start. Creating the unique com-
puter database with all the available (published and
unpublished) information on the molluscs of
Wielkopolska was her idea. These studies were later to
form the basis for a cycle of publications on the state
of knowledge of the malacofauna of the region.

Another field in which El¿bieta was an unquestion-
able authority was snail anatomy. The long lasting co-
operation with Professor Maria Jackiewicz in this re-
spect brought numerous publications on the anatomy
of various snail specis, published in widely recognised
Polish and international scientific journals. El¿bieta
obtained her degree of habilitated doctor on the 21st
of June 2000, based on the monograph “Helix lutescens
Rossmässler, 1837 (Gastropoda: Pulmonata:
Helicidae) – its structure, biology and ecology”, in
which her own original anatomical studies and obser-
vations on circadian and seasonal activity as well as
mating behaviour and reproduction formed a very
valuable part. This was well illustrated by a fragment
of Professor Jackiewicz’s review of the thesis: “Mono-
graphs devoted to individual species are very rare in
malacological literature. Their preparation is extremely
time-consuming. The publication of Dr. El¿bieta
Koralewska-Batrura is a very valuable, comprehensive
monograph of an otherwise rather poorly studied species (He-
lix lutescens). The original data contained in it pertain to
morphology, anatomy, histology, as well as biology and ecol-
ogy. Some illustrations are so instructive and perfect that
they can be used in future textbooks. The monograph con-
siderably expands and enriches our knowledge of the spe-

cies…”. In 2005 El¿bieta became extraordinary profes-
sor of Adam Mickiewicz University.

Professor El¿bieta Koralewska-Batura was a very
universal malacologist, dealing not only with
faunistics and anatomy; she was also the first to start
studying gastropod communities of oak-hornbeam
forests of Wielkopolska. She was an outstanding field
biologist who collected all material herself. Her scien-
tific production includes more than 40 publications.
El¿bieta was one of the initiators of the series of
monographs on gastropods, since 2000 published by
the Kontekst Publishers. Very pedantic, despite her
poor health in the last years, she arranged and cata-
logued her collection till the very last moment, and
transferred it to the Natural History Collections, Fac-
ulty of Biology. She started curating the malacological
materials accumulated by students during prepara-
tion of their diploma theses. This task she never man-
aged to complete…

Fighting with the incurable disease, El¿bieta never
for a moment stopped her scientific studies, field
work and writing. When she died, many of these pa-
pers, though still not published, were completed or
nearly completed. Her colleagues and co-authors of
the papers decided to publish them. The series will
appear in consecutive issues of Folia Malacologica, a
specialist journal to which El¿bieta was emotionally at-
tached from the very beginning.

El¿bieta supervised numerous bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s theses, as well as one doctoral thesis. She was a
member of the Poznañ Scientific Society and the As-
sociation of Polish Malacologists. She was very a very
unassuming person and a good friend, and we will re-
member her so.

Head and staff
of the Department of General Zoology,
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznañ
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