A Folia Malacol. 26(4): 281-284

MALACOLOGICA

ISSN 1506-7629 (print) * ISSN 2300-7125 (on-line)

The A iation of Polish M
Faculty of Blology Adam MlcklerCZ Umverslty

Poznan December 2018

https://doi.org/10.12657/folmal.026.028

“SEASHELLS - PROFESSOR ANDRZE]J SAMEK’S
PRIVATE COLLECTION AND GOUACHE PAINTINGS”

AN EXHIBITION IN THE COLLEGIUM BIOLOGICUM LIBRARY, ADAM MICKIEWICZ
UNIVERSITY, POZNAN, SEPTEMBER 2018-FEBRUARY 2019

Non omnis moriar — these words taken from
Horace’s songs are often inscribed on tombs, in-
cluded in obituaries or used in speeches delivered
during funeral ceremonies. They remind us that
those who have passed away remain alive in the
works they have created. They live in the memory
of those who lived with the ones who passed away,
met them and worked with them or were their dis-
ciples.

In 2018 two honorary members of the Association
of Polish Malacologists left us forever, namely
Professor Maria Jackiewicz and Professor Andrzej
Samek. Two papers published in Folia Malacologica
commemorated their lives and focused on their
achievements (Folia Malacologica 26(2): 57-62, 63—
69, 2018).

Figs 1-3. Gouaches by Andrzej Samek

Professor Andrzej Samek was an extraordinary
person. One of the extra-professional passions of
this engineer by profession and a professor of the
Krakéw Polytechnics and AGH University of Science
and Technology in Krakéw was the life of molluscs.
Professor Samek popularised knowledge about ma-
rine snails, clams and cephalopods and collected their
shells. Not only that, he combined his passion with
an artistic talent and created gouache paintings of
his collection of seashells (Figs 1-3). The crowning
achievement of this passion was the “Atlas of marine
snail shells” published by Mantis Publishing House,
Olsztyn, in 2014. The atlas contained reproductions
of his gouache paintings of seashells. Prior to this
publication, these paintings were presented at differ-
ent exhibitions, such as for example, the exhibition
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Biblioteka Wydziatu Biologii UAM
. .zaprasza na wystawe
~Muszle - zbiory prywatne i
“gwasze autorskie Profesora
Andrzeja Samka”

Fig. 4. Poster opening the exhibition

called “Unusual Passions of a technologist” opened
on September 28th, 2000 in the Gallery of Arts of the
Krakow Polytechnics or the exhibition of Professor
Samek’s paintings called “Seashells — Shapes and
Colours” opened on February 14th, 2003 and host-
ed for two months in the Stara Polana Gallery of the
Krakow Polytechnics in Zakopane.

Profesor  Andrzj Samek urodzl sie

w Krakowie 22 czerwea 1924 roku. Cale

Zycie zawodowe i prywane profesora UNIWERSYTET

zwiazane bylo z Krakowem. W 1950 roku i 1M, ADAMA MICKIEWICZA
" UAM WPOZNANIU

WYDZIAL BIOLOGII
ukonczyl studia iniynierskie na Oddziale

sscdziesiatych  wiocié  do  pracy
dydaktyczne] i badawczej na Politechnice
Krakowskicj. Doktorat uzyskal

rolcu, a prace habilitacyjna obronil w 1968
rolcu. W ok 1983 uzyskal tytul profesora
nadzwyczaineso, a w 1991 roku tymd
‘profesora zwyczajnego.
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Przedmiotem jego zainteresowai naukowych byla teoria komputerowo
i procesow brobki i mont

W latach osiemdziesiatych zorganizowal pierwsze w Polsce studia z zakresu

robotyki, a w latach dziewiecdziesiatych zainteresowal sie bionika, w Ktdrej to

driedzinie byt niekwestionowanym w Polsce autorytetem. Byl autorem
iagek w tym ,Bioniki” e

SN

W latach 1974-1984 bral udzial w wielu wyprawach 2 dubern podwodnym /
Krab” dzialajacym na Politechnice Krakowskiej, z ktorym odbywat wyprawy //
o wybrzezy Meksyku i Kuby.

Profesor Andzej Samek zmart w Krakowie 14 stycznia 2018 i zosial
‘pochowany na Cmentarz Rakowickim.

,Muszle - kolekcja prywatna
i gwasze autorskie
Profesora Andrzeja Samka

Puza dzalalnoscia zawodowa, profesor oddawal sie innym swoim. pasjom,
do ktorych nalezaly lotnictwo (byl honorowym czonkiem  Aeroklubu
Polskiego) «

umerus ,Malego modelarza” oraz lilkudziesicciu mxlcl samolotiw, okretow
i statkow). Byl takée autorem begki , Praygody jezyker.
Wielka pasja, profesora byla konchologia - zbieral muszle i je portretowal, byl
autorem ksiazek o musdach, a tak’e zostal honorowym czonkiem
Stowarzyszenia Malakologow Polskich.

Wernisaz wystawy:
12 pazdziernika 201

Biblioteka Wydzialu Biologji, ul. U

Wystawa potrwa do korica

Moja pasja wrigla sie z praypadku. Wszystko zwykle
zaczyna sie od przypadiu. Moja matka kupita kiedys
muszle od marynarza na krakowskim Rynku. Tak sobie
tezala na potce, az w koncu kupitem druga, nastepnie
traecia i tak zaczatem si¢ nimi interesowac’.

(2 Profesor NIEzwyczajny - wspomnienia profesoréw Politechniki
Krakowskiej, Politechnika Krakowska, Krakow 2011)

2 tej pasji wzicla sie kolekcja muszli, ktorej czes¢ mamy okazje
zobaczyé na tej wystawie. Wystawa prezentuje rowniez autorskie
gwasze profesora przedstawiajace muszle  jego kolekci

Fig. 5. Brochure about the exhibition

Thanks to Krystyna Samek, Professor Samek’s
wife, and Professor Ewa Stworzewicz of the Institute
of Systematics and Evolution of Animals of the
Polish Academy of Sciences in Krakéw as well as ow-
ing to the support offered by Professor Przemystaw
Wojtaszek, Dean of the Faculty of Biology of Adam

Figs 6-8. Professor Samek’s paintings on the exhibition
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Figs 9-10. Seashells from Professor Samek’s collection

Mickiewicz University, Poznan, the initiative taken
by Malgorzata Hankiewicz, the head librarian at the
Library of the Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz
University, Poznan, materialised and a new exhi-
bition of Professor Samek’s collection and works
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Fig. 11. Professor Samek’s other passions (“Little Hedge-
hog’s Adventures”, a short story for children — bottom
right; original diploma of the title of honorary member
of the Association of Polish Malacologists — bottom left)
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Wernisaz, 12 paZdziernika 2018, godz. 14:00

Biblioteka Wydziatu Biologii, ul. Umultowska 89.
Wystawa potrwa do korica grudnia 2018

Fig. 12. Leaflet inviting to the exhibition

was opened on September 28th, 2018 (Figs 4-5).
Organised in the Library of the Faculty of Biology on
the Morasko Campus of Adam Mickiewicz University,
Poznan, the exhibition presents 98 seashell portraits
painted by Professor Samek (Figs 6-8) and 46 sea-
shells (Figs 9-10) from his collection (mainly those
whose paintings are exhibited). The exhibition also
features seven books about seashells and 10 academ-
ic textbooks authored by Professor Samek. The exhi-
bition also presents Professor Samek’s other passions
including reproductions of covers of Maly Modelarz
(Small Model Maker) as well as publications with
paper models designed by him (Fig. 11). “Little
Hedgehog’s Adventures”, a short story for children
written by Professor Samek for his small daughter, is
yet another exhibit demonstrating Professor Samek’s
talent versatility.

The exhibition also presents the original diploma
of conferring on Professor Samek the title of honorary
member of the Association of Polish Malacologists in
2007 (Fig. 11).

The vernissage was held on October 12th, 2018
(Figs 12-13). The event was attended by Professor
Samek’s wife, the authorities and staff of the Faculty
of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan,
students and Professor’s friends (Fig. 14). The ex-
hibition will be opened until February next year or
even longer since it has raised enormous interest
among academics and students visiting the Library
of the Faculty of Biology. During “the Researchers’
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Andrzeja Samka”

Fig. 13. Invitation to the vernissage of the exhibition

Night” organised on September 28th, 2018 (Fig. 15),
an estimated number of 10,000 young people visited
the exhibition. Similar attendance is expected during
“the Biologists’ Night” to be organised on January
11th, 2019.

It means that Professor Samek’s works remain
alive not only in the memory of those who met him
or were familiar with his passions earlier but also
amongst those who now learned about his life and
creative work.

ANDRZE] LESICKI

Department of Cell Biology, Faculty of Biology,
Adam Mickiewicz University,

Umultowska 89, 61-614 Poznan, Poland
(alesicki@amu.edu.pl) Fig. 15. During the Researchers’ Night 2018

Fig. 14. At the vernissage (from left to right): Krystyna Samek, Professor Samek’s wife and Andrzej Wiktor, Andrzej Lesicki
and Ewa Stworzewicz, Andrzej Samek’s friends
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