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ABSTRACT: In April 2014, numerous specimens of Cepaea nemoralis were found in Budy, a village in the
Bialowieza region of eastern Poland. This record sets the total number of mollusc species known to this
region to 115. The other locality, in the village Brok about 140 km west of Bialowieza, indicates that the

species is spreading to the northeast.

KEY WORDS: forest malacofauna, Bialowieza, Cepaea nemoralis

In the last decades, the range of Cepaea nemoralis
(Linnaeus, 1758) was confined to a few regions in
the southern and western parts of Poland (KERNEY
et al. 1983, WIKTOR 2004). No records were given
for the Bialowieza region (GEYER 1917, GUTOWSKI
& JAROSZEWICZ 2001, CAMERON & PROKRYSZKO
2004). OzGO (2005) found C. nemoralis in the south-
east of Poland, close to the border with Ukraine.
SILVERTOWN et al. (2011) and WELTER-SCHULTES
(2012) provide distribution maps that indicates the
presence of populations in northeast Poland as well.
0zGO (2012) studied populations of C. nemoralis
along the 52°N parallel and found that the species
was much more common and abundant in its eastern
part. On the easternmost plot on the 23°E meridian
however the species was rare and only formed local
populations in urban environments. CAMERON et al.
(2011) described the presence of 260 populations in
the region of Gdansk, the most north-eastern limit
known to this species until now. As in SILVERTOWN
et al. (2011) he also indicated scattered introduced
populations in the south of Sweden and the Baltic
Republics. SYSOEV & SCHILEYKO (2009) mention a
record in a park in Lvov (Ukraine).

On April 6th 2014, a few specimens of C. nemor-
alis were found close to the ruins of the village of
Brok (52°42'02"N, 21°52'15"E), about 140 km west

of Bialowieza (Fig. 1). This indicates that the species
is spreading to the northeast. On April 14th, eight
live adult yellow and pink unbanded specimens of C.
nemoralis (Fig. 2) were found in the village of Budy
(52°43'57"N, 23°43'32"E), one of the clearings in the

Fig. 1. Map showing the two localities from the records of
Cepaea nemoralis
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Fig. 2. Cepaea nemoralis, posing on the traffic sign “Hajnéwka” in Budy. Photo: K. MARGRY

Fig. 3. The locality of C. nemoralis in Budy. Photo: K. MARGRY
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Biatowieza forest. The specimens were found during
rainy weather in an open area at a roadside (Fig. 3).
On April 18th, on the same spot on a sunnier day,
one empty juvenile pink midbanded shell was found.
Only the last specimen is kept in the collection of the
first author. Because this immature shell lacks the
typical black-brown edge of the aperture margin, this
specimen could only be distinguished from C. hort-
ensis (Miiller, 1774) due to the shape of the aperture.

This is the easternmost record for Poland for C.
nemoralis. This species has likely reached this area
by human introduction. The Bialowieza region is
known for its pristine ecosystem and its biodiversity.
Until now, 114 mollusc species were recorded in the
Biatowieza region (GUTOWSKI & JAROSZEWICZ 2001,
CAMERON & PROKRYSZKO 2004, OKOLOW et al. 2009,
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